to do forbidden things, If he was in their place5 he
would wean the tribesmen from their error."They could
meet Sheikh Abdullasaheb if they thought he was
harming Islam or India. He hoped his appeal would
reach these officers and the tribesmen and that they
would retrace their steps.
PAKISTAN ENCOURAGING?
Gandhiji could not escape the conclusion that
the Pakistan Government was directly or indirectly
encouraging the raid. The Prime Minister of the Frontier
Province was reported to have openly encouraged the
raid and had even appealed to the Islamic world for
help. Then he had seen in the Press that Pandit Nehru's
Government was accused of fraud in that assistance was
being sent to Kashmir and that accession was being
plotted from some time. He was amazed that such
reckless charges were made by a Pakistan Minister against
the Government of a sister dominion. He had brought
in Kashmir in his remarks because he had good news
from friends which he wanted to share with the audience.
The news did not square with the Quaid-i-Azam's
declaration that there was an enemy of Pakistan mea-
ning Union., he supposed. A Hindu friend from Karachi
saw him and another from Lahore. Both informed him
that things were better than a few days ago and that
they were getting still better. He was told, too, that at
least one Muslim family was seen by the friend to have
given shelter to a Sikh friend and set apart one room for
keeping the Sikh friend's Granth Saheb with due respect.
He was informed that such instances of the Hindus and
Sikhs having sheltered Muslims and vice versa could be
multiplied. He had, too, some Muslim friends coming
to him who deplored with him that vast and criminal
exchange of populations was going on. These friends
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